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The Origins of the Festival of Lessons and Carols

Welcome to our celebration of Advent Lessons and Carols!  This evening we will explore in song and 
scripture the promised second coming of Christ, and prepare our hearts to receive him at Christmas.  
You are invited to sing the hymns and carols with enthusiasm and, if you are able, please stand when 
indicated in this booklet.  

To maintain a prayerful, festive service, please silence all cell phones and other electronic devices and 
remain in your pew for the duration of the service.  

P r e l u d e

Advent Hope Derek K. Hakes
Handbell Choir

Please stand.

Invitatory Carol
 Creator of the Stars of Night     arr. Lewicki Conditor Alme Siderum

Choir and Handbell Choir

Creator of the stars of night,
Your people’s everlasting light,
O Christ, Redeemer of us all,

We pray you hear us when we call.

In sorrow that the ancient curse
Should doom to death a universe,

You came, O Savior, to set free
Your own in glorious liberty.

When this old world drew on toward night,
You came; but not in splendor bright,

Not as a monarch, but the child
Of Mary, blameless mother mild. 

At your great Name, O Jesus, now
All knees must bend, all hearts must bow:

All things on earth with one accord,
Like those in heav'n, shall call you Lord.

Come in your holy might, we pray,
Redeem us for eternal day;

Defend us while we dwell below
From all assaults of our dread foe.

To God the Father, God the Son,
And God the Spirit, Three in One,
Praise, honor, might, and glory be

From age to age eternally.

O r d e r   of   S e r v i c e 

This program finds its origins in the Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols made famous by the Christmas 
Eve service at Kings College, Cambridge.  The service was conceived by F. W. Benson, the Bishop of 
Truro Cathedral who later became the Archbishop of Canterbury. The service was used for the first time 
on Christmas Eve in 1880 and as its popularity grew, it was formally adapted at Kings College in 1918 
by Eric Milner-White, the Dean of Kings College.  Since 1918, the service has been aired live by the 
BBC on Christmas Eve throughout the world.  In 1934, sixteen years after the adaptation of the Nine 
Lessons and Carols, Eric Milner-White composed another order of service, a Procession with Carols on 
Advent Sunday.  In the same format as the original Nine Lessons and Carols, the purpose of this service 
was to “not celebrate Christmas, but to expect it.”  The Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols and the 
Procession with Carols on Advent Sunday both combine scripture and music in an intimate way to tell 
the story of the expectation and birth of Christ. It was Milner-White’s belief that the scripture lessons 
were the backbone of the service and the “handmaid of the liturgy.” Today we adapt these two liturgies 
for this time, this space, and this community. May your hearts and minds find openness to the coming 
of the Savior through these Lessons and Carols.

Welcome to Lessons and Carols

r r r r r r
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Processional Hymn O Come, O Come Emmanuel
  Veni, Veni, Emmanuel
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6. O come, O Dayspring from on high
 And cheer us by your drawing nigh;
 Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
 And death’s dark shadow put to flight. 

7. O come, Desire of nations, bind
 In one the hearts of humankind;
 O bid our sad divisions cease,
 And be for us our King of Peace. 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

Text: Veni, veni Emmanuel; Latin 9th C.; tr. by John M. Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
Tune: VENI VENI EMMANUEL, LM with refrain; Mode I; adapt. by Thomas Helmore, 1811-1890; acc. by Richard Proulx, b.1937

Opening Collect

The Lord’s Prayer

Please be seated.

First Lesson  Isaiah 40:1-8

In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord!

Carol
 Comfort, Comfort, O My People arr. Ferguson Geneva

Choir

"Comfort, comfort now my people;
Tell of peace!" so says our God.

Comfort those who sit in darkness,
Mourning under sorrow’s load.
To God's people now proclaim

That God's pardon waits for them!
Tell them that their war is over;
God will reign in peace forever!

For the herald’s voice is crying
In the desert far and near,

Calling us to true repentance,
Since the Kingdom now is here.

Oh, that warning cry obey!
Now prepare for God a way!

Let the valleys rise to meet him
And the hills bow down to greet him!

Straight shall be what long was crooked,
And the rougher places plain!

Let your hearts be true and humble,
As befits his holy reign!

For the glory of the Lord
Now on earth is shed abroad,

And all flesh shall see the token
That God’s word is never broken.
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Second Lesson  Jeremiah 23:5-6

I will raise up a righteous branch for David.

Carol
 Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus  John Carter

Choir

 Come, thou long expected Jesus,
Born to set thy people free;

From our fears and sins release us;
Let us find our rest in thee.

Israel’s strength and consolation,
Hope of all the earth thou art;

Dear desire of every nation,
Joy of every longing heart.

Born thy people to deliver,
Born a child and yet a King,
Born to reign in us forever,

Now thy gracious kingdom bring.

By thine own eternal Spirit
Rule in all our hearts alone;
By thine all sufficient merit,

Raise us to thy glorious throne.

Carol
 The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns Morning Song

Please stand.
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The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns

Text: John Brownlie, 1857-1925
Tune: MORNING SONG, CM; John Wyeth, 1770-1858; arr. by Robert J. Batastini, b.1942

Third Lesson  Zechariah 9:9-10

Behold:  your king is come to you, a savior is he.

Please be seated.

r r r r r r



98

Carol
 O Come, Divine Messiah  Venez, Divin Messie
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O Come, Divine Messiah

Text: Venez, divin Messie; Abbé Simon-Joseph Pellegrin, 1663-1745; tr. by S. Mary of St. Philip, 1877
Tune: VENEZ, DIVIN MESSIE, 7 8 7 6 with refrain; French Noël, 16th C.; harm. by Healey Willan, 1880-1968

Fourth Lesson  Haggai 2:6-9
Greater will be the glory of this house.

Please stand as you sing the fourth verse of the carol.  

Carol
 Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending arr. Martin Helmsley
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Text: Charles Wesley (1707-1789)
Music: HELMSLEY, melody Augustine Arne (1710-1778)

Choir
Choir
Choir

All, stand
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Fifth Lesson  Isaiah 25:1-6

Here is your God, he comes with vindication.

Carol
 Lo, How a Rose  arr. Lloyd

Handbell Choir 
   
   Please stand.

 Lo, How a Rose E’re Blooming  Es ist ein Ros' enstsprungen
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Text: Isaiah 11:1; Es ist ein’ Ros’ entsprungen; Speier Gesangbuch, 1599; tr. sts. 1-2 by Theodore Baker, 1851-1934; st. 3, The Hymnal, 1940
Tune: ES IST EIN’ ROS’ ENSTSPRUNGEN, 7 6 7 6 6 7 6; Geistliche Kirchengesang, Cologne, 1599; harm. by Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621

L Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming

Please be seated.

Sixth Lesson  Luke 1:26-35, 38

Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord.

Carol
 Ave Maria  Jacuqes Arcadelt

Choir 
Ave Maria, gratia plena,
Dominus tecum. Ave Maria.
Benedicta tu in mulieribus
et benedictus fructus ventris tui Jesu.
Sancta Maria, ora pro nobis.

Hail Mary, full of grace
The Lord is with you.  Hail Mary
Blessed are you among women
and blessed is the fruit of your womb, Jesus
Holy Mary, pray for us.

   Please stand.

 The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came  Gabriel’s Message The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came
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Seventh Lesson  Mark 1:1-15

Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths.
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Text: David Haas, b.1957
Tune: SHEPHERD’S SONG, 88 99; David Haas, b.1957
© 1983, GIA Publications, Inc.

P
People of the Night

Carol
 People of the Night  

Collect

Priest: We wait for your loving kindness, O Lord.
People: In the midst of your temple.

Priest: Let us pray.
 O God, who makes us glad ... world with out end.
All: Amen.

Blessing

Priest: Go forth into the world in peace; be of good courage; hold fast that which is   
good; render to no man evil for evil; strengthen the faint-hearted; support the 
weak; help the afflicted; honor all men; love and serve the Lord, rejoicing in 
the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be upon you, and remain with you forever.

All: Amen. 

Please be seated.

Please stand.
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Carol
 People, Look East  BesanÇon

Saint Agnes gratefully acknowledges the following copyright holders:  Creator of the Stars of Night text Latin 9th century, tr. The Hymnal 
1982, alt. © 1985, The Church Pension Fund; O Come Divine Messiah text: Abbé Simon-Joseph Pellegrin (1663-1745), tr. by Mary of St 
Philip, SND (1825-1904), tune: Venez, Divin Messie French Carol, harmonization by Healey Willan (1880-1968) © 1958, The Basilian 
Fathers, assigned to Ralph Jusko Publications, Inc.; People of the Night text and music by David Haas, © 1983 GIA Publications; People, 
Look East text by Eleanor Farjeon (1881-1965) © David Higham Assoc. Ltd., music: French Carol, harmonization by Martin Shaw (1875-
1958) © Oxford University Press; All rights reserved.  Printed with permission of OneLicense.net license # A-701509.

All other music held in the public domain.  

Postlude
 Sortie on "Venez, DiVin Messie"  C. Franck
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People Look East

©

Score

Thank you to all who helped prepare for this liturgy and served one of the various 
liturgical roles:  the lectors, servers, singers and instrumentalists, sacristans, and ushers.  
Thank you to those who helped prepare the reception.  We pray, that for the remainder 
of this Advent season, we may wait in joyful hope for the coming of our Lord, and may 

celebrate his birth with peace and joy.

Please join us in the lower church for light refreshments.  

Presider Rev. Frederick Edlefsen

Lectors  Sr. Mary Margaret Ann Schlather, S.N.D.
  Mr. Mike Griffen
  Mrs. Judi Teske
  Miss Rebecca Chase
  Mr. Dan Palizzi
  Rev. Jason Burchell

Musicians Saint Agnes Parish Choir
   Saint Agnes Handbell Choir
   Mr. Timothy Lewicki, director

   Saint Agnes Ensemble 
   Mr. Richard Lolich, director

L i t u r g i c a l   M i n i s t e r s
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Join us as we celebrate the Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
All are welcome.  

Nativity of the Lord (Christmas) 2015

Thursday, December 24  4:30 pm * Carol Service

    5:00 pm * Mass, with music led by
      Jr. Children's Choir 
      Children's Choir
      Saint Agnes Ensemble
 
    9:30 pm Carol Service
   
    10:00 pm Mass, with music led by
      Saint Agnes Parish Choir
      Saint Agnes Handbell Choir
    
Friday, December 25 9:00 am Mass
      Saint Agnes Ensemble

    10:30 am Mass
      Saint Agnes Parish Choir

    12:00 noon Mass
      organist and cantor

 * We encourage you to come early as the 5:00 pm Mass is usually standing room only.  

Each Mass features 
an extended prelude of 
carols and instrumental 
music.  

1910 N. Randolph Street, Arlington, VA 22207
703-525-1166 • www.saintagnes.org

This Mass is especially for 
those with younger children.


